
 

Port of Olympia Mission 
Creating economic opportunities and building community for all of Thurston County through responsible resource use. 

 
 

 
Commission Work Session 

Monday, May 20, 2024 
3:30 PM 

  
 

Percival Plaza - Olympics Room 
626 Columbia Street NW 

Olympia, WA 98501 

The meeting agenda is available on the Port’s website as of May 15, 2024. 
https://www.portolympia.com/commission 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

A. Call to Order 

B. Approval of Agenda 

C. Broadband and Washington Ports:  Camille St. Onge, Director of Strategic Initiatives and Commission 
Affairs, Port of Olympia; Kara Riebold, Executive Director, Port of Whitman; Gina Stark, Economic  
Development Project Manager, Port of Bellingham 

D. Adjourn 
  
 

The public may join the meeting from their computer, tablet or smartphone at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82228577847  
or Telephone: 1 253 215 8782   

Webinar ID: 822 2857 7847 

 

No public comment or commission action will be taken at this Work Session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://www.portolympia.com/commission
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82228577847


 
 

COVER MEMO 
Briefing Date/Time: May 20, 2024 

Staff Contact/Title: Camille St. Onge, Director of Strategic Initiatives & 
Commission Affairs, 564.669.3100 
camilles@portolympia.com 

Subject:     Broadband and Washington Ports 

Purpose:    ☒  Information Only     ☐   Decision Needed   

 
Overview:  
This work session discussion is an overview of broadband needs in Washington. 
We’ll learn about the needs and how some ports delivering telecommunications 
services to fill community gaps. We’ll share an overview of broadband coverage in 
Washington and Thurston County. The history of legislation will also be reviewed.  
 
Kara Riebold, executive director for the Port of Whitman and Gina Stark, 
economic development project manager for the Port of Bellingham will both 
share presentations. Commissioners will learn about Petrichor Broadband. Guest 
presenters will share PowerPoints in the work session.  
 
Background:  
Below are links to resources: 

• Washington State Broadband Office 
• Five-Year Action Plan  
• State Digital Equity Plan 
• Washington’s Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment 
• Petrichor Broadband (publicly owned, formed by six ports)  
• 2SSB 5511  

 
Documents Attached:  

• PowerPoint presentation 

mailto:camilles@portolympia.com
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/washington-statewide-broadband-act/
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/yr03ll1kw1rpd7x4w4wk0z5g6gdah90n
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/u2z9y6tux2z9ypsvbsuomn0ka85w3p8w
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/washington-statewide-broadband-act/internet-for-all-wa/bead/
https://petrichorbroadband.com/
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-20/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/Senate/5511-S2%20SBR%20FBR%2019.pdf?q=20240510101645
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Broadband and Washington Ports
Camille St. Onge

Director of Strategic Initiatives & Commission Affairs
May 20, 2024
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 “Access to broadband is the 
single most important 
economic development tool in 
our toolkit right now, and the 
most necessary to our state.”

 Governor Jay Inslee

Digital Inclusion

Broadband 
Coverage
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2018 House Bill 2664
Telecommunications authority 
extended to all 75 ports in 
Washington.

Petrichor Broadband

 Port of Bellingham
 Port of Kalama
 Port of Pasco
 Port of Ridgefield 
 Port of Skagit County
 Port of Whitman County

5

6



5/17/2024

4

2019 2SSB 5511
Expanding affordable, resilient broadband 
service to enable economic development, 

public safety, health care, and education in 
Washington's communities.

Closing Access Gaps
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Thurston County
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Thurston County Unserved 

RED: Port boundaries in 
Tumwater

YELLOW: Fiber Optics within Port 
Property Boundaries

AQUA: Fiber Optics outside Port 
Property Boundaries

New Market Industrial 
Campus

Cleanwater Centre

Tumwater
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Market District and Peninsula

Market District
Port Plaza

Marina & Boatworks
Marine Terminal

Peninsula
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Market 
District

Guest Speakers
Kara Riebold
Executive Director
Port of Whitman

Gina Stark
Economic Development Project Manager

Port of Bellingham
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